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   Fourth grade students at St. Joseph Middle School have been studying ecosystems. They’ve been learning about their makeup 

A Christmas To Remember  
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Teacher Writes Children’s Book  
By Natalie Hambuchen and Tristin Harper 

   St. Joseph Middle School teacher Melanie 

Kordsmeier has had her first children’s 

book published. “Tambo: An Elephant Ad-

venture” is the story of an African elephant 

that falls into a poacher’s trap but is rescued 

by two kind-hearted children. 

  “I’ve always liked elephants,” Ms. Kords-

meier said. “I wanted to do something for 

my grandchildren and make them aware of 

some of the issues facing elephants today.” 

She incorporates her grandchildren into the 

story. It took her a year to complete the 

book. Many aspiring writers face multiple 

rejections before finding a publisher. “I just 

sent it to Archway Publishing and was told 

they liked it,” Ms. Kordsmeier added. 

   The 4th Grade students in Ms.  

Kordsmeier’s class are excited about her 

book. “They’re thrilled,” she said. “They 

think it’s so cute. I don’t think it’s really set 

in yet that their teacher is a writer now, but 

they all congratulated me and wrote little 

letters and notes to me.” It’s available for 

$10.95 at bookstore.archwaypublishing.com 

or from Amazon. 

A look inside Ms. Kordsmeier’s book. 

New Statue Unveiled  

  Have you noticed the new statue of 

Mary and the Christ child outside the 

Adoration Chapel? It was recently 

placed there by St. Joseph’s Christian 

Ladies organization (C.L.O.)  

 This particular statue of Mary is known as Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. 

It honors Our Mother Mary’s relationship to the Holy Eucharist and places her 

before us as a role model in our devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. Examine 

the photo and you’ll see that Mary is holding the child Jesus with her left arm 

while He holds the Chalice and the Eucharist.  

  The C.L.O. had some help from Mr. Tim Nabholz and Dr. Paul Thessing in 

placing the statue. It stands opposite a monument to the Ten Commandments 

donated by the Knights of Columbus in 2006. “I think it is a beautiful balance,” 

Ms. Jackie Elsinger said. She’s a member of the C.L.O. It began here at St.  

Joseph in 1924 and is open to all women 18 years of age and older. They pre-

pare meals for funerals, provide bibs for baptismal candidates and Mother Love  

                                     (continued on page 3 )  
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Statue (continued from page 2 )  

prayer books for new brides. “What I 

love about the Christian Ladies is that 

women of all ages work together and 

help one another to become the wom-

en God has created us to be,” Ms  

Elsinger said.  

Council Helps Homeless 

Middle School students with some of the winter clothing they collected. 

 The St. Joseph Middle School Student 

Council recently sponsored a collection 

drive to gather winter clothing for home-

less people. 

 The school’s “Sock It To ‘Ya” service 

project brought in three large boxes of 

socks, toboggans and mittens that were 

delivered to the “Miracle House” home-

less shelter run by Conway’s Last Chance 

Ministries.  

  Miracle House is a faith-based facility 

that “helps those who are hurting find a 

better way of life through Biblical princi-

ples.” Food, shelter and clothing are of-

fered there, as well as counseling, trans-

portation and employment assistance.  

This sign helped promote the clothing 

drive.  
  There’s something else new around 

church that may have caught your 

eye. Have you seen the Doors of 

Mercy?  Do you know what they 

are?  

  If you go into the church gathering 

area near the baptismal font, you’ll 

see them. They don’t open and close 

like normal doors,  although they 

once formed the main entrance into 

what used to be the old church sanc-

tuary. These Doors of Mercy, as they 

are called, are symbolic doors. They  

represent passage to salvation for the 

faithful who enter the church during 

this Year of Mercy recently declared 

by Pope Francis.  

  The Pope saw a great need for  

mercy and healing in this world, and 

he therefore called for a Year of 

Mercy. It’s a special period, also 

known as a Jubilee Year, when  

Catholics around the world take time 

to focus on forgiveness and healing. 

It’s a time to study and reflect on  

  Doors of Mercy Opened  

Father John blesses our 

Doors of Mercy.  

mercy, receiving mercy and being mer-

ciful towards others.  

  Our Doors of Mercy are modeled after 

the ones at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, 

Italy, which Pope Francis opened on 

December 8. Ms. Sandra Ake, a member 

of St. Joseph Church, artistically en-

hanced our doors to capture the look of 

the ones at St. Peter’s. Father John Mar-

coni officially opened and blessed our 

doors on December 13. This Jubilee 

Year will end on November 20. 2016.  

Grateful For Blessings  

 Kindergartners Amaya Garay and 

Christian O’Dwyer enjoy their meal of 

corn on the cob, trail mix and cranberry 

muffins as part of the Native American 

pow wow and Thanksgiving feast their 

class held on November 24.  

  Teachers Lois Coney and Charlotte 

Moix taught the children about Indian  

customs, homes and dances at the time. 
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 St. Joseph Middle School students sang Christmas  

carols to residents of Salem Place Nursing and  

Rehabilitation Center in Conway on December 18. 

 The caroling was led by Music Teacher and Band  

Director Margaret Teeling. When the performance end-

ed,  the children each gave residents hand-made  

Christmas cards.  

            Students Share Joy Of Christmas 
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ABCs  of Christmas Presented 

Mason Nabholz Adeline Bailey Allie Burns Travis Jackson 

 Children in Lois Coney’s and Charlotte Moix’s Kindergarten classes presented their annual ABCs of Christmas program 

during the all-school Mass on December 2nd. Each child held up colorful placards depicting scenes from the story of the 

birth of Jesus Christ. Of those pictured above, Mason Nabholz holds the picture representing the letter “G”. It represents the 

glory that shone round about. The scene standing for “F” held by Adeline Bailey is for the flocks in the fields that night.  

Allie Burns elevates the “A” card which shows the angel who brought the good news that a baby would be born. “H” stands 

for the heavenly hosts who praised God which Travis Jackson is showing.  

A Barnyard Christmas  
   The Preschool  

performed a  

Christmas Poem  

entitled “The Friendly 

Beasts” on December 

2nd.  

  It was quite a  

menagerie, with most 

of the kids making 

cute animal noises.  
Mr. Tucker narrated Ducks: Austin McGhee, Beckett Pelto 

&  Finn Rowe  
Camels: Owen Ussery & Ethan Lehmkuhl 

Doves: Abby Gail Strack, Jakob Heintzen &  
Morgan Hoelzeman  

Cows: Alan Paz, Avery White & Caleb Luyet  Rooster: Alonzo Castro 
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 Middle School Profiles  
By: Tristin Harper and Natalie Hambuchen  

Sorry there was no snow, kids!  

Kendall Fillippino 
Zach Tucker 

Zach~ 

 

1. A chameleon 

2. Nice 

3. Yes,  because we get 

to make slushies and 

ice cream with the 

snow.  

4. Christmas 

Amber Tran 

Amber~ 

 

1. A hoverboard  

2. Nice 

3. Yes, because we’d   

    get to build a snow 

    man. 

4. Christmas 

Isabella~ 

 

1. A puppy 

2. Nice 

3. Yes, because we get 

to go sledding. 

4. Christmas 

Isabella Creel 

 

1. What do you want 

for Christmas? 

2. Do you think you’re 

on the naughty or 

nice list? 

3. Are you hoping for 

snow? If so, why? 

4. What’s your          

favorite holiday? 

Kendall~ 

 

1. A motorized scooter 

2. Nice 

3. Yes, because I get to 

slide on trash can lids 

down my hill. 

4. Christmas 
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 Elementary School Profiles  

   By Natalie Hambuchen and Tristin Harper  

Sorry there was no snow, kids!  

Xavier Stobaugh 

America~ 

 

1. An “American Girl” 

doll 

2. Nice list 

3. Yes, because I want 

to make a snowman. 

4. Christmas 

Braxton Thessing Ann-Marie Welter  
1. What do you want for 

Christmas? 

2. Do you think you’re on 

the naughty or nice list? 

3. Are you hoping for 

snow? If so, why? 

4. What’s your favorite 

holiday? 

America Gonzalez 

Xavier~ 

 

1. An iPad 

2. Nice 

3. So I can make a 

snowman 

4. Christmas 

Braxton~ 

 

1. An iPad 

2. Nice 

3. So I can drive my 

sister around on the 

sled. 

4. Christmas 

Annamarie~ 

 

1. A Crayola crayon  

    maker 

2. Nice 

3. So I can make a  

    snowman 

4. Christmas 
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Ms Teeling conducts one of the three Bulldog 

Bands that played at the Christmas Concert.  

(left to right) Jonathan Deen, Ethan  

Hambuchen and Scott Massa play drums.  

Anna Rappold sings 

out!  

 The Middle School performed its  

Christmas program and band  

concert on December 10. Director 

Margaret Teeling led the Beginning, 

Intermediate and Advanced Bands 

through several holiday tunes.   

 The students then presented  

“Bethlehem Gulch,” a musical play  

about a group of kids who go to what 

they think is a cattle and horse ranch 

for their annual Christmas party. It 

turns out to be a sheep ranch instead, 

but while there the youngsters learn 

about the message of Christ’s birth  

and how He’s the best Christmas gift 

anyone can have.  

Middle School Celebrates the Season 

First Graders Create Tasty Treats  
  Sweets are a part of the  

holiday season. In anticipation 

of it, the 1st graders made 

gingerbread  houses on  

December 3rd.  

 Food Services Director Jeff 

Crowder and parent volun-

teers made the icing. Mr. 

Randy Welch cut up graham 

crackers for the walls. Bags of 

candy were brought in for 

decorating. Ice cream cones 

were turned into trees to go 

alongside the houses. Parents 

and grandparents then joined 

in to build them.  Jacob Westerberg Ms. Angela & London Dunaway 

  Fourth graders at St. Joseph Middle School recently col-

lected school supplies for children in Honduras as a 

Christmas service project. Room mothers Jennifer Brew-

er, Karen Ferrer, Vicki Holland and Holly Seiter orga-

nized the effort for teachers Melanie Kordsmeier and Ni-

cole Gooch. 

  The school supplies will reach disadvantaged children in 

that Central American country through the Honduran 

Mission Operated by Christ the King Catholic Church in  

Little Rock. “The supplies these children receive through 

the Mission are often the only ones they’ll have,” Mission 

Director Sandee Haslauer says.   

   It’s been requested that the supplies go to the John The 

Baptist Cathedral School in Trujillo, the only Catholic 

school in that  city served by the Mission.  

Honduran School To Receive Gifts From Fourth Graders  

  Hope You Enjoyed Your Break and that you’re excited about the second-half of the school year.  


